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T he thir&, the mystery did unfold
And brought the secret out to 1igi1t

Somc wags, who overheard the Piot

Which tl’icg had laid the day before
Tre thcg had reached the destined spot
Had CIOscd upon tl—icmsclvcs the door

And there ti‘ncg act the goblin parts

T hat caused the alarm the Part9 feels
That chased the courage from their hearts
And put their valour in their heels

And the brave crew of watchers had

T he brunt of many a Jokc to bear

From rustics who were but too glaci

To taunt them with that nig]ﬁt of fear.

R.Magnarc] Jan lfti‘n 182 -

And years have Passcd, and one }39 one
T he actors who their parts have Plagcd
At the Old C]’iurch, - again have gone
To that Cihurci‘ngard - and there have stagcd.

*T]'TC largc stable clock at the Marior.
Chronicle Hills and Nine Wells.

T here were Formerly some mounds or burrows situated in afield between
Whittlesford and Tiiriplow on the edge of the high ground where the Moor
called Gotmoor, which forms part of the low ground of which Thriplow
Common is a continuation. In the year 1818 these tumuli were cleared away
59 Mr. Hollick (oid Eb) to fill up some of the hollows near to improvc the
land for agriculture - and then numbers of interesting Antiquities were
discovered many of them of undoubted Koman origin. In one of them some
skeletons were found, some in a sitting posture, others lging down. SPears
were found b9 their side. | here was also found the foundations of a Koman
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ViHa, with a Portion of a bath with a water pipe to carry of f the water and
many other relics and for years Pieces of Roman tile some with marks on
them could be Pickcc] up on the fields and in the beautiful stream of water
near [)9 called ‘Nine Wells” CTHS stream is still running - 1907~ the water
rises up from under the ground and bubbles up 1 many ting fountain like

streams gorming thc hcad for t[ﬁc brook which [ haxe never known to be drq

altho of course it flows more swhc’c[q in wet 5@3501’15,)

ML Fathcr w%o was a bot w]'\en t,Lwcsc burrows were opened mctc'irwarc/s
9 Y P
<1565> wrote an account of it to recite at the lnstitutc and as | think it

very intcres’cing, I will Put it here:

Chronical Hills and Nine Wells.

Io c]ivcrsiﬂ, our entertainment this evening [ have <mstczad of scarclﬂing for
an author to read From) taken as a subject our own native \'illagc, or as |
oug’*‘nt rather to say, (For the Prcsent ) one of it,s environs, and [ ha\'cz no
Cloubt, that at a future Opportumtg some one more talented than m\LjSéH:,
cspecia”y if he has Passcd a IOng life time hcrc, might in other Parts of our

\'iHagc find matter for bringmg Plc:asant rcmcmbrzmccs to many an Olcl and

even more recent inhabitant. | sha ]aq my scene on the West side, in the

valley which se arates us from the neﬁhbourmg \'i]lag,c of Thriplow.
Y P g ot g =

| shall first invite you to Picture to Hoursel\'cs that \'alleg as it might appear
a thousand years before the commencement of the C:hristian [ra - when
all along Clotmoor, the lower part of White and, and the land which is now
corn?iélds, but which till within these few years was T_lﬁriplow Moor- T here

stood a Piacid lake interspcrsec] here and there with a small is]anc];
amongst the reeds and rushes of which lag hid strange amphibious anima]s,
and over and around which flew the Stork, the Flcrory and the wild birds
which have now retired to the more germg Parts of the world. Through the
water might be seen the rcptile which wallowed in the black bogg mud, or

the Pikc watc)ﬁing for prey.

T he lake was Probabh} a quarter of a mile in breadth and its ]cngtlﬂ was
from the corner of our bounc]arg at the -Ernpikc, reaching down to Newton
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or further. Ohn it's banks towards the bouth as you APProach our \1Hagjc
btor we will gon\ekture nothmg as to the North or Thrlp oW b\C}C) but as
you left the border of the lake and ascended Whittlesford 1L1cld you would
then have had to pass throug]ﬁ a forest of malc:>‘m Oaks - not the little
P\s_,mq H’Hﬂgb which our 1mPatxcnt z\cncratxon cannot afford to let grow to
their full size but such as the fine fellow which is now the Pr\dc of our
Par\'slﬂ‘ and rears his gaunt bod\q and SWINZS his stalwart arms in Balls’

)\ACH(JOV\’ more rcscmb\cﬁs.

[n this forest Hou would see the ancient Druic], the Pricst of the religion of

our aborig,inal forefathers Pcr?orming his mysterious and cruel rites.

[ would now brivu7 to your remembrance a beautiful rivulet which still exists
there Howmg, from a bPrmz, Per}mapo un@qua“c’d in this of our kounfrg clear
as chrqotal the br\z}ﬁ' water 1ssues into daLl\ght Hnrous_,h the white chalk
bcd at thc bottom oir tl’lc Pool, boxlmb up fhroub]w mnumcrablc Jnmnclb,
tossing the little Particlcs of earth up some inches into the basm, which
ever and anon return to the little mouths from which thcg are again with
endless rcpctition e']cc,tc:d, When | was a bog the basin w:as \arger than it
1S NOW. It has been Partlg filled in with excavations, of which | shall
Prc:scntlg spc:al\’.

| then many a time in the sunny weather when | ous_,"lf to have been at work
" miy fathers field - the C harxtL farm which is on the toP of the hill -
stole down to the beautiful water to slake my thirst, or PUH of my shoes and
stocLings and dabble in the cool Huid, or try to staunch the stream, - which
to my thinkmg flowed with a stronger c,rurrent than it does now - till
accumulated water drove helter skelter all my engineering down the rivulet
<which reaches about a hundred \qard:}) into the brook below.

Well that bright water still continues o issue out of the CI’T?H\ and scud

along down the r\\‘ulct‘ on the border of which a few sl'lac]q trees grow.

but to return to our forest— we mayy let a fhousand ears sle away, bq
which time the Pcnt up waters in the lake had 1rorujd a freer Pﬂbb(g,
round the Newton and Flarston h\” and it’s width had dimmished till it was
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not a much wider watercourse than the brook we see now in the Placc of it,
into which the rivulet | have described flows. Wel], it must have been an
attractive spot, and especiallg round about Nine WCHS, for about that time
- that is about 2000 years ago - a warlike PCOPIC, who came from the
shores of the Mediterrancan bca, and had conqucred most of the civilized
world, took a Fancg to this land in which we live and in which then lived
these Ancient britonsy and so, after many  a blood9 encounter, the
Conquering Komans subdued our savage Forc—Fathcrs, and P[anted the war
ensign - the Pecring Eag[c - all over the land, pursuing the hoary Druids
into their ho‘g forests, and mingling their blood with that of their sacrifices.

ft would seem that one of these concluering heroes was smitten with the
bcau’c9 of the Whiteland Forest; especi31]9 with the SPring of Nine Wc”s,
for he built close to it in the part of the \/allcg now called Whiteland Fen, a
\/1Ha in the Koman stylc, with, as we may infer, all the usual conveniences
which the ruined cities of Herculaneum and Pompcii disclose as bCIOHging to
the residence of a Koman Patrician. We may suppose that b9 the help of
his soldiers, and with the forced services of the conqucre& natives, he
altered the face of the subsided lake and surrounded his residence with a
gardcn and a Park.

Thers is no doubt that he made use of the pure waters which issued from
Nine Wells for domestic pur oses, and more certainly for ablutions - a bath
purposes, and more certainly
Forming an essential Par’c of a Roman Chief’s establishment - certain [ am
that he had one, for | have seen it and that it was formed after the old
Koman stglc, with solid stone waterpromC walls and Paved with varicgatcd
stones in tessellated work, many of which are still Prcscrvcd bg an

antiquarian in the vi”age.

[t appears that the Komans Powcrycul as theg were, could not hold their
conguest for ever, and so after a few hundred years, theg one fine da9 bid
our land good byc, and advised our now half civilized ancestors to take care
of thcmse|vcs, which tlﬁcg did as well as tlﬁey COUId, but thcg however let in
the men from the Nortl‘\, and a descendant of the mightg T hor came and
m found the beautiful Vl”a with the fountain of Nine Wc”s sPringing up in
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it's gardcn; and }16, lacking the taste which it is the business of our
Institute to culti\'atc, set to work with his fierce Northmen and made a ruin
of this noble structure, and slew all it’s inmates; and there 1;39 their bones
rotting in proximity with those of it's former inhabitants, till within these 40

years; when t]*wcy were cxhumed, togcther with some of their weapons, and

;hc bath of which | have SPOl(Cn.

It scems that theg were not content with the desolation theu’ had made for,
as if to obliterate every memento of the obnoxious residence, thcg raised a
mound over it which till it was leveled with the surroun&ing surFaCQ and

Part‘g used to contract the bcauthcul spring, went bg the name of

Chronicle il

[t was in le\'eling this hill }_)\LJ our late eccentric r\eig}ﬁbour Mr. Ebenezer
Ho”icl(, some gortg) years ago that the c]iscovcrg was made of the ruins of
the Villa, with the bat)ﬂ and the Pipc !cading from it, and the weapons,
and a \’arietg of other articles toget"]ér with a number of human bones;
amongst which latter was a skull which a labourer who lived OPPositc my
Houscy and who secemed to be a bit of an an’tiquarian brougl'lt to his home
out of curiosity, and in the middle of the night was awakened bg, a loud
knocking at his door 139 a headless skeleton ( or what appeare& to him to
be suchD which with a hoarse voice demanded the remaining part of his
assens structure, and poor Matthews in his Fright was glad to throw the
skull out of the window.

The uncovering of these relics took Placc n my bo\ghood; but 1ong before
this, all Whiteland forest had either rotted off into stumps, or had been
cut down bg the civilized mixed breed of britons, Komans, Sax'ons, Danes
and Normans, to which we bclong and the land converted into cultivated

fields. K.Magnard.

1. The lake Grcat Nine Wells which the stream of Little Nine Wells
runs into - is now dwindled into a o’ccp IDOO/ - but many of the old

inhabitants believed to be bottomless and haunted. [t has never been

known to be df"L}.
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Ninewells.

Ninewells is a spring of bcau’ci{:uL bright and transparent water,
Pcrpctua”g sprmging from out a chalkg bed at the Western boundarg of
the parish. Near it in the year 1818 were discovered the remains of a Koman
Villa and subscqucntlg the three turnid ac“oinmg were taken down,
beneath these mounds called C;hromcle Hlllb \Vwcrc found the remains of
ancient inhabitants of this Placc and ncighbour‘ﬁood; fhcg were skeletons in
a sitting Position surrounded bg impliments of war and the chase. Near this
spot  too crossed each otl'lcr, two ancient Dritish Roads, one called the
‘:orccham, or Tosseham \NHH Passing from the top of barlcg il lea\'ing
Hcgdon and Chrishale to the South, Crossing the lcknield \/Vag from
Chesterford to Rogston, and lca\\hg T;iplow to the West it Passéd this
spot, crossed this beautiful stream of water, and this PBF!S"W in the North
West part of it Passir\g on to Little SHCH:OFCJ, thence to (;ambridge bH
what is called Girahams Farm at which qucc‘ are the remains of an ancient
camp. T he other road was a continuation of Ashwell Street, it crossed the
Forceham Koad at or near Ninewells >assing on - an " astern direction
through the Parish of Whittlesford bg the South West of I\Aidd‘emoon
thcncc into thc old lanc Ca”cd ‘N\Oor Lane’ as far as C:}‘lantrq corner,
thence bg the back of the Varsonagc ‘:arm towards the DuxFo;‘c} Koad
crossing the latter at the top of ‘Mill Quick’” through Mill field to Bridge
Moor coming into the Prcscnt road about half way between the Rai‘wag
Otation and the bri&gc‘ This latter part of it was, before the enclosure
of the Parish, used as a way from the \\'Hage to the bri&gc and called
Tinkers Lane. After cf*ossing the bridgc or the ford it went on to Bourn
bric}ge where it jomcd the old road from Chesterford called lcknield V\/HH‘
The imtcrestingrantik uarian halo surrounding this s ot and localit\w have
drawn upon the imagination and Poct\cal resources of Mr. Kobert I\/\a\gnard

and the {:ollowing lines are the result:

“Who will wish me where the c.rgsta‘ stream

s wc”ing from under it's cha”q, bed

T-Hrough a hundred mouths to the br\ght sunbeam
C]!ithéring and dancing in the }09 to be free
bubbling, gushing_ tumblmg, r‘ﬁshing,

SCLJddirwg along in frantic glcc,



